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SPEECH LENIE DWARSHUIS, PRESIDENT OF PURPLE

“Food and agriculture in Europe’s peri – urban regions "

Almere,  9 October 2009

 (Introduction / welcome)
Good afternoon ladies and gentlemen,

First of all, I would like to express – also on behalf of my colleagues in PURPLE- my gratitude to the "Association of European Schools of Planning", to invite our network here and to make this conference possible.
It is fantastic that ever more conferences these days are about the 
huge relationship between agriculture, food issues and sustainability. Sustainability is without doubt the greatest challenge we are facing today. And I am sure that you too are looking forward to the outcome of the big Copenhagen event, later this year. 
Expert meetings, like this Sustainable Food Planning Conference already look beyond policy: here people are looking for solutions. The experts care about  “how”. That is great. I really hope that the experiences from the PURPLE network can help exploring “how”. And I am sure that this conference will underline, that Sustainable Food Planning is an indispensable part of the spatial planning process.
Today is for generating ideas, exchanging experiences and comparing perspectives. 
Well ladies and gentlemen from the experience of PURPLE we could provide some of the answers. PURPLE is a European Network that wants to raise awareness of the peri-urban agenda at European, National en Regional level. Today I will give you Food for your questions! 
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PURPLE is an abbreviation for “Peri – Urban Regions PLatform Europe”. 
At EU level, we feel there has been a lack of recognition in European institutions of the need for specific policies or support for peri-urban regions. Yet they constitute the interface between the 75% of EU citizens living in Europe’s urban areas and the adjacent countryside, which is increasingly valued for its local produce and resources, its diverse landscapes, rich cultural heritage and quality of life. 
PURPLE was founded in 2004 during a conference on City & Countryside that the Netherlands organized in cooperation with the Committee of the Regions. This Committee of the Regions is the European institution that represents the interests of Europe’s regions and cities. It is an official political advisory body for the European Commission and its advices have to be taken into account in the decision making process of the European Union. De Committee of the Regions works with a number of  commissions, of which one is called “DEVE”. This commission covers the areas of Agriculture, Water Management, Environment, Renewable Energy, Biodiversity and Rural Development. I  am happy having been a member of this commission for the last 6 years.
PURPLE brings together 14 regions from across the EU. These regions are working together to maximize the advantages resulting from their location in proximity to large urban areas while minimizing adverse impacts on the urban-rural character, landscape and environment that make them distinct and special. In total the regions and cities cover a large part of all EU-inhabitants. Further growth in members of PURPLE is still very welcome, and we are now especially looking out to embrace some southern and eastern European regions.
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PURPLE undertakes two lines of action: on the one hand we are active in policy development and lobby activities, on the other hand PURPLE works on project development and exchange of ideas. 
We, as PURPLE regions, are already convinced about the importance of peri urban regions and the crucial role of farming to our regional development. In the last three years PURPLE has gathered evidence about just that. 
A shared peri urban vision on the CAP reform – this is the next reform, already in progress, of the European Common Agricultural  Policy - was one of the results. We have presented our vision to EU-commissioner Fischer Boel. 
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And we presented a declaration on the CAP witch has been handed to the EU Agriculture Ministers Informal Council. On top of that, people from the PURPLE regions use every possibility to influence the decision-making process. For instance, as the rapporteur on the "Health Check of the Common Agricultural Policy" I was able to give the peri urban interest an important place in the report of the Committee of the Regions, as well as fair trade and several sustainability issues. 

Has our lobbying been successful ? Well, success has many fathers, as they say in the Netherlands, but: yes.
By the end of November 2008 the EU Agriculture Ministers Council adopted the Health Check legislation. The legislation puts more emphasis on the importance of regional tailor made solutions in fighting new challenges such as biodiversity, water management, climate change and renewable energy. Challenges which all have major impact on our peri urban regions. The legislation shows that our efforts have been successful. The importance of rural development is strengthened, regional solutions have been made possible and peri urban farming is now given a major role in meeting the challenges.

Regional tailor made solutions: this is where the planning comes in. 

As we scored success in Brussels, it is now up to ourselves to cash in on that result on a regional level. In most countries it is up to member states to implement the new challenges in their rural development programs, but also in their regional development programs. For this, they need their regional authorities. 
As planners, you may have the answer to questions that have not been answered yet by Brussels. 

What is a region? To an average citizen a region could simply be a province or a county, marked by a cultural heritage and united by a social structure. Europe however is now thinking about redefining the regions in the perspective of EU policy. Europe wants to secure a sufficient level of prosperity, independence and a strong position in world trade. 
Now I am trying to read between the lines: In this new definition, a European region would be a zone, in which one or several  particular EU functionalities would be guarded and developed. These zones could be small, but also as large as several member states. The functionality is leading. 
For instance, we could have regions, concentrating on a cluster of economical activity, concerning production and/or knowledge. This activity could be “High tech chemistry”, “Automotive”, “Food”, “Logistics”, “Pharmacies”, “Energy” etc. This is what I call the “valley” approach, following the “Sillicon Valley” concept. But we could also have regions with a first responsibility and target for biodiversity, leisure area, fresh water supply, food stock, cultural heritage. 
What profiles would emerge for the peri-urban regions, I wonder? 
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This is the approach that illustrates Europe’s need for focus on a higher level, in order to be more effective and responsive. Europe’s regions can no longer all focus on a bit of everything, creating highly complicated integrated development schemes. Keep this in mind, ladies and gentlemen. We will hear more about this in the following months. Focus and distinction. But developing distinctive zones indeed all starts with good planning. 
What is “the peri-urban zone”? Is it simply “the countryside in highly populated areas”, like almost all of the Netherlands? Or is it a zone near cities, reserved for relatively low-dynamic, but at the same time innovative activities, with maximum added value for the urban area? It may be both. PURPLE feels, that it is at least an area, housing carefully planned and supported activities. 
It is definitely not a leftover area, not an area just waiting for more urban sprawl and hungry real estate developers.
Some of the typical peri – urban features are:

· Proximity to large cities and their populations (…opportunities, but pressures and challenges too)

· Multi-functional areas, often with large populations in their own right (not typically ‘rural’) 

· Pressures on open space and quality of life 

· High quality landscapes (how to manage and maintain these?)

· Agricultural and horticultural production (maintaining viability and responding to new markets)
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In my advice regarding the Common Agriculture Policy, I have mentioned three major objectives. Two are about the many more functionalities that are related to food, besides simple “traditional” food production.
PURPLE suggested to the European Commission: 

1. To create a food production which contributes to a sustainable regional economy; called circle economy. Wherever possible, we want to close circles on the usage of food, feed, water, waste and energy. The left-over from one circle can be the input for the next. 
It is important to design integrated food-strategies by outbalancing a good

mix of exports, imports and local-for-local self-sufficiency. Lower your foodmiles. 
At the same time, proper use should be made of our production capacities, with a focus on applying and developing sustainable technology. Not only offering welfare to people and animals, but also with respect to the environment. The European ideas and values can also be actively spread around the world. 

For my region, for instance, I am  doing so in China.
 2. To confirm that agriculture is much more than food and jobs. There are numerous other public interests. Farmers own and manage the major part of the European Union: the countryside. 
In mountainous areas, farmers shape the landscape with pastures, they fight erosion and they prevent the loss of fertile grounds. 
In tourist and densely populated areas, farmers supply leisure possibilities, local dishes and regional products. 
In peri urban areas, farmers maintain the open space, turn waste into feed and supply renewable energy. 
In dry and river areas, farmers perform water management. 
In nature areas, foresters and farmer support biodiversity.

So, ladies and gentemen, if I gather these angles, what would PURPLE suggest and what are PURPLE regions already doing? 
Let me give you a few best practices from the PURPLE regions.

How do our regions strengthen the role of peri urban farming?  First I would like you to tell you something about my own region; the Randstad Region. 
Randstad

Together with several regions and the Ministry of agriculture we are working on a new rural development strategy. In my region one of the major issues is the pressure on farmers by raising real estate prices, raising costs for fertilizer etc. Profits are under pressure. 
The traditional way of expansion to keep up with global markets is no longer an option for a large group of farmers. On top of that there is also the demand for more recreational use and landscape management.  Added value must be created to keep our farmers profitable. And with them all the benefits of high quality fresh food, landscape management and regional identity. To create added value we are looking at innovation. Innovation that combines the new challenges with the benefits of the proximity of the city. 
It is my personal believe that farmers are willing to meet these challenges. But they have to be supported in the process of innovation. That is where regional and local authorities can play a crucial role. 

They can provide room for experiments within their planning systems. 

They can initiate demonstration projects. 

They can help farmers to bridge the gap between city and countryside.

Mazovia
Another example comes from the Mazovia region. The town of Warsaw is expanding extremely fast. However, the town planners have developed a model, in which the city will grow in the shape of a hand; with fingers all around.  Development will not take place directly around the present centre, but first in the middle-sized cities around Warsaw. Thus, the result will be a city, close to food production zones and to leisure area. The outskirts of the city maybe 30 miles from the Warsaw centre, but it takes no more than 20 minutes to get in or out. Fresh food can easily be bought around the corner, or transported into the centre. Organic waste from the city can be transported back to the countryside and be re-used, for bio-energy, feed or fertilizer.

Well ladies and gentlemen, for now, this is what I wanted to share with you. Summarized: 
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The advice from the PURPLE network to all planning experts would be: 

1. change urban planning into peri – urban planning: include countryside functionalities right from the start 

2. change planning from “dividing” space between building and non-building area into truly organizing Circle Economy on a regional level
3. create room for experiments from the very first stage of the planning, even if you do not know ahead where new solutions will land, make sure the intention is mentioned in the plans, accompanied by space-related objectives and a space-reservation.

Our sustainable future depends on our ability to respond quickly and supportively to new solutions. I wish all of us success in creating this ability. 
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Thank you for your attention.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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